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PREFACE
A pparen tly , the E leventh  A nnual P urdue Road School held 
du ring  the week of Jan u ary  19-23, 1925, has been the  m ost suc­
cessful ever held a t P urdue, no t only in to ta l reg istra tion , bu t 
also in the m erit of the program  and the in terest displayed by 
those attend ing . T his success is due in g rea t p a rt to the very 
fine sp irit of co-operation show n by practically  every one con­
nected in any w ay w ith  the activities of the R oad School. T he 
classified reg istra tion  was as fo llo w s:
S ta te  H ighw ay  C om m ission..................................   53
C ounty H ighw ay  S up erin ten den ts ..................................  77
A ssistan t C ounty H ighw ay S uperin tenden ts..............  49
C ounty S urveyors and E ng ineers ....................................  30
A ssistan t C ounty Surveyors and E ng ineers ................. 3
C ounty C om m issioners—........................................   19
City S treet C om m issioners...........................................   15
City E ng ineers .......................................................................... 9
A ssistan t C ity E ng inee rs ...................................................... 2
T ow nship  T ru s te e s ..............................................................  2
Road and S tree t C o n trac to rs ...............................................  35
M aterial and E qu ipm en t M en.............. ...............—...........  91
M iscellaneous ...........................................................................  48
T o t a l .............. ....... .............. ....... ................................ ......433
T his to ta l reg istra tion  of 433 is 129 m ore than  registered  
last year, and exceeds by 68 the record a ttendance of 1922. T he 
attendance on the p a rt of C ounty Surveyors, C ity S treet Com ­
m issioners, C ounty C om m issioners and C ontracto rs, was g rea ter 
th is year than  in form er years.
I t  is very g ra tify ing  to note the increased a ttendance on the 
part of C ounty C om m issioners. T here  w ere 19 represen ta tives 
of th is group presen t th is year and they  w ere very m uch in te r­
ested in the accom plishm ents and value of the Road School. I t  
is hoped th a t a ttendance on the p art of C ounty Com m issioners 
will be g rea tly  increased in the future. T he C ounty H ighw ay 
S uperin tenden t is a four year appointee of the B oard of C ounty 
Com m issioners and his w ork is under its direct supervision. 
U nless the Com m issioners of a county  are thoroughly  “sold” 
on the value to the com m unity  of adequate road m aintenance, 
the C ounty H ighw ay  S uperin tenden t will be g rea tly  handicapped 
in his efforts to im prove road conditions. Since the h ighw ay
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problem  is one of the m ost im p ortan t confron ting  C ounty Com ­
m issioners, I believe it w ould be of very g rea t benefit to the ta x ­
payers of the S tate, if the Com m issioners from  each county  
would regularly  a ttend  the annual P urdue  Road School.
Mr. W . O. Jones, P residen t of the C ounty H ighw ay  Su­
perin ten den ts’ A ssociation, s ta rted  a splendid innovation this 
year by hav ing the S ecretary  call the roll of the 92 C ounty H ig h ­
w ay Superin tenden ts at the opening of each session of the school. 
T his resu lted  in a full a ttendance of th is group a t practically  
every session.
F ifteen  C ounty H ighw ay S uperin tenden ts failed to a ttend  
the school th is year. Of this num ber, about five sen t in reaso n ­
able excuses. T hese fifteen counties are as fo llo w s:
B artholom ew  E lk h art Jenn ings O hio Spencer
B lackford Floyd M arshall O w en V igo
B row n F rank lin  M onroe R ipley W ells
T he S tate  H ighw ay Com m ission was represen ted  by a to ta l 
of 53 m en a t different tim es du ring  the week. Mr. A. B. Burch, 
vice-chairm an of the Com m ission from  E vansville, spoke on the 
plans of the S tate  H ighw ay Com m ission for 1925 a t the first ses­
sion of the Road School. Mr. A. H . H inkle, S uperin tenden t of 
M aintenance, w as presen t w ith  practically  his entire  m ain ten­
ance force down to and including the grade of S ub -D istric t S u ­
perin tendent. Mr. C. Gray, Chief E ngineer, and Mr. W . J. T itu s, 
B ridge E ngineer, w ere also p resen t and took p art in the program .
T he C ounty S urveyors and E ngineers had a to ta l of 30 men 
presen t and w ere deeply in terested  in the proceedings. T his 
A ssociation is p resen ting  a bill to  the p resen t leg islature som e­
w h at sim ilar to the bill of the H ighw ay Superin tenden ts, w hich 
will au thorize the ir a ttendance a t the A nnual Road School w ith  
the expenses paid by the ir respective counties. O ur C ounty S u r­
veyors are charged w ith  the duties of m aking surveys and loca­
tions for county  road construction , d raw ing  up specifications 
and plans and superv ising  the construction . T hese are vital m a t­
te rs in the county  h ighw ay program  and unless they are in the 
hands of a com petent engineer, will, in m any cases, resu lt in the 
loss of thousands of dollars to the taxpayers of the county. I 
believe th a t a com pulsory a ttendance of C ounty S urveyors a t the 
A nnual Road School w ould resu lt in g rea tly  im proved county  
road construction  and produce a g rea t saving to the taxpayers.
An innovation th is year was the D inner-S m oker held in the 
new P urdu e  M em orial U nion B uild ing on M onday evening. Mr. 
D ick M iller, P residen t of the C ity T ru s t C om pany of Ind ianap ­
olis, w as the principal speaker. T he A nnual B anquet on T h u rs ­
day n igh t w as a ttended  by about 300 men. A ddresses w ere m ade
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by H on. F. H aro ld  V an O rm an, L ieu tenan t G overnor; D octor 
E. C. E llio tt, P residen t of the U niversity , and D ean A. A. 
P o tte r, D ean of E ng ineering  Schools, P urdue  U niversity .
T he C ounty H ighw ay  Superin tenden ts elect the ir officers 
for term s of tw o years. T his being the m id-year, the old offi­
cers will hold over for ano ther year. T hese officers are as fol­
lows :
W . O. Jones, R ichm ond............................................. P residen t
M att F oster, E vansv ille .................................. V ice-P residen t
Clyde P iper, C onnersville...............—.S ecre tary -T reasurer
T he new ly elected officers of the Ind iana C ounty S urveyors’ 
and E ng inee rs’ A ssociation a r e :
D on H eaton , F ow ler....................................................P residen t
George Schm idt, Ind ianapo lis..................... V ice-P residen t
C. K. W allace, H am m ond................... S ecre tary -T reasurer
T he C ity S tree t C om m issioners’ A ssociation re elected the
officers of last year, as follows :
A. A. G irton, Shelbyville....................................... P residen t
Charles Buck, M adison...............................—V ice-P residen t
R. W . C arrettee, E ast C hicago................................ Secretary
W . M. W illiam s, N ew castle .....................................T reasu re r
T he papers, as prin ted  in th is  volum e, have been consider­
ably condensed from  the original form  in which they  w ere p re­
sented a t the Road School due to the fact th a t the funds avail­
able for publish ing the proceedings are lim ited. T he E d ito r has 
endeavored also to elim inate repetition  w here the speakers d is­
cussed sim ilar subjects.
T he A nnual Road School is under the direction of the School 
of Civil E ng ineering  and is one of the activities of the E ng ineer­
ing E xtension Service of Purdue.
B. H . P.
L afayette , Indiana.
M arch, 1925.
